RACIAL EQUITY ADVISORY TASK FORCE 


Advisory Task Force Members 





Yvette Wynn - Chair 


Yvette-Michelle Wynn’s career spans 30+ years in private banking. Yvette is an Executive 
Director in a global wealth management firm and an active member of several steering 
committees for diversity networks in her Firm including Women and Blacks & LatinX 

employees. Within the United Church of Christ, Yvette is the treasurer of the New York 
Conference and most recently served on the board of directors for United Church Funds and the 
United Church of Christ Board as Chair for the 2019-2021 biennium. Yvette has held leadership 
roles in her local churches Community Church of the Pelhams UCC, Holy Covenant UCC, 
Metropolitan Association and completed theological studies with the New York School of 
Ministry within the New York Conference. 





Rev. David Gaewski 


Reverend Gaewski has served as the Conference Minister of the New York Conference, UCC 
since June 2012. Prior to that he was the Conference Minister in Maine from 1997-2012. 
Reverend Gaewski served as pastor of three congregations in Vermont and Virginia. He has 
taught United Church of Christ History, Theology and Polity for over twenty years in various 
settings including as an adjunct faculty member of Bangor Theological Seminary and Union 
Seminary. He holds his M.Div from Andover Newton Theological School and a B.S. from 
University of Connecticut. He is fluent in Portuguese and Spanish, having lived and studied in 


Brazil and Argentina. Reverend Gaewski is married to Sueli Alves Gaewsky and they have three 
grown children. 





Julia Gaughan 


Julia Gaughan is currently the Vice Chair of the United Church of Christ Board of Directors 
(UCCB) and a member of Plymouth Congregational in Lawrence, Kansas. Julia obtained her 
Bachelor’s degree in American Studies and her J.D. from the University of Kansas. After 
experience with and recovery from mental health crisis, Julia left a litigation career to pursue 
work as an advocate and educator with a domestic violence center and presently works as the 
Prevention and Education Manager for her local community mental health center, teaching 
Mental Health First Aid and organizing trauma-informed care and resiliency-oriented efforts. 
She has served as Moderator for an 1100-member church, chaired the Vision and Ministry Task 
Force, serves on the Racial Justice Task Force, and facilitates the Let’s Talk White Privilege 
Curriculum. 





Rev. Michelle Higgins Senior Pastor, St. John’s Church - The Beloved Community 


Michelle is pastor of St. John’s Church - The Beloved Community which is United Church of 
Christ. She also serves as Director and founding member of Faith for Justice, a Christian 
advocacy group dedicated to continuing the biblical story of activism. Faith for Justice promotes 
public justice actions and leads training events that connect Christian communities to Black 
Power movements. Michelle actively promotes the pursuit of social justice as a gospel 
imperative. She participates in civil disobedience and disruption for the sake of public justice; 
and often works as a consultant for event design, leadership development, and worship arts in 
faith spaces. 
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Vivian H. Jackson, Ph.D., is a member of Peoples Congregational UCC in Washington, DC. Dr. 
Jackson serves as a lay member of the Leadership Team for the Central Atlantic Conference 
Racial Justice Network and is a vetted facilitator for Sacred Conversations to End Racism. Dr. 
Jackson is a recently retired faculty member of the Georgetown University National Center for 
Cultural Competence, having provided training and consultation in cultural and linguistic 
competence for agencies and organizations addressing mental health, health, social services, 
and services to persons with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. Dr. Jackson is also a 
social worker who served the national office of the National Association of Social Workers 
where she co-authored, /nstitutional Racism and the Social Work Profession: A Call for Action. 
Dr. Jackson received her BA at Oberlin College, MSW at Howard University and her Ph.D. at Case 
Western Reserve University. 





The Rev. Linda Jaramillo is a member of Ainsworth United Church of Christ in Portland, Oregon. 
She served for 10 years as the Executive Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries, an Officer of 
the Church in the national setting of the United Church of Christ. Prior to her ordination in 2005, 
Linda was an active layperson for 25 years in various settings of the United Church of Christ 
including the Coordinating Center for Women, Commission for Racial Justice, Assistant 
Moderator of the General Synod, National President of the Council for Hispanic Ministries, Co- 
convener of the Council of Racial and Ethnic Ministries, and a UCC delegate to the World Council 
of Churches Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe. 





Jane Joseph 


Jane Joseph is a Deacon at Safe Haven UCC in Ridgewood, New York and has had the honor of 
being the Chair of the Executive Council at the local church level. As a Vietnam Era Veteran, 
Jane is a deep believer in our Country and our Constitution, and for this reason, Jane is honored 
to continue to move forward as a facilitator with the Sacred Conversations to End Racism. 
Jane’s belief in the dream of the Constitution drives the participation in the work that this task 
force is endeavoring to ignite. 





Rev. Dr. Stephen Ray 


Rev. Dr. Stephen G. Ray Jr. recently retired as the President of Chicago Theological Seminary. He 
is also the Immediate Past President of the Society for the Study of Black Religion. Having 
written and lectured broadly in the areas of Systematic Theology, African American religion, 
human rights and the intersection of religion and politics, Stephen’s current work focuses on 
reinvigorating the public square as a place for all and reclaiming a vital expression of progressive 
religion in that project. 


Prior to being called to lead CTS, Stephen held several academic posts including the Neal F. and 
lla A. Fisher Chair of Systematic Theology at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, the 
Jeremiah A. Sr. Associate Professor of African-American Studies and director of the Urban 
Theological Institute at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia; Associate Professor of 
Theology and Philosophy at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary; and lecturer at Yale 
Divinity School and Hartford Seminary. 





James Ross Il 


The Rev. James D. Ross II serves as Minister for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for the Southern 
New England Conference of the United Church of Christ. In this role, Rev. Ross provides 
leadership to the justice team and programs of the conference as we seek to live into both our 
articulated mission and God’s call to us. This work is accomplished in partnership with the 
conference body itself, the associations and local congregations of the Southern New England 
Conference, the wider United Church of Christ, ecumenical and community partners, and others 
who will join in our efforts. 


Rev. Ross served briefly as Area Conference Minister for the Northeast Region of the SNEC, 
which includes both the Metropolitan Boston and Northeast Associations. Prior to that, he 
served as Pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC in St. Louis, Missouri. The Alabama native also 
served as the Minister of Justice Formation at the First Congregational UCC in Washington DC., 
where he led the launch of the Downtown Drop-In Center for Homeless Youth and partnered 
with congregants to begin the development and implementation of a comprehensive strategy to 
advance racial justice and confront white privilege. He previously held ministry positions at two 
other DC churches. 





Rev. Timothy Tutt 


Timothy Tutt is the Senior Minister of Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ 
and the Executive Director of the Briggs Center for Faith & Action, both in Bethesda, Maryland. 
Tim is a native of Longview, Texas, and a graduate of Baylor University and of Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Richmond in Richmond, Virginia. He also holds a Doctor of Ministry 
(focusing on Public Theology) from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. Prior to 


entering seminary, Tim worked on Capitol Hill as a Legislative Assistant to a Member of the 
United States House of Representatives. After seminary, he served as Protestant Chaplain at 
Georgetown University. From June 2001 until July 2012, Tim served as Senior Pastor of United 
Christian Church in Austin, Texas. 
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Beth Walker 


Elizabeth (Beth) Walker has been a member of Old First Reformed UCC in Philadelphia for over 25 years. 
Beth retired from the full-time practice of law in June 2018 to commit her time and attention to the work 
of building community and promoting the transformation of our court system to be one focused on 
restorative justice. Beth does this work through POWER, an interfaith organization advocating for social 
justice. Beth is currently serving as Moderator of the Philadelphia Association, as well as serving on the 
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference Nominating Committee and the Zachariah Walker Racial Justice 
Team. In the national setting, Beth is serving on the UCC Board of Directors, class of 2027. Beth is also 
serving as Chair of the Board of Directors of the Cornerstone Fund, a financial ministry affiliated with the 
UCC offering opportunities to invest in and build Community. In addition, Beth is serving on the Manual 
on Church Working Group created pursuant to a Resolution of the Thirty-second General Synod and 
tasked with providing clarity about Local Church covenant and autonomy, parameters for local church 
accountability and the oversight of local churches along with a Manual on the Local Church, akin to the 
Manual on Ministry. At Old First, Beth serves as Director of Community Engagement and is involved in 
the Old First’s Outreach Ministry providing breakfasts, shelter and clothing and is on a Joint Venture 
Ministry Team working on the construction of permanent supportive housing for 34 previously homeless 
individuals on the church property. 





Rev. Diane Weible 


Rev. Dr. Diane Lynn Weible serves as Conference Minister in the Northern California Nevada 
Conference. She grew up in St. Louis, Mo., attended Drury College in Springfield, Mo., and Eden 
Theological Seminary in St. Louis. She was ordained by the St. Louis Association of the former 
Missouri Conference of the United Church of Christ in May 1991. Diane served as a missionary 
in Japan for 12 years. In 2004, Diane and her family moved to Hawaii where she became the 
Associate Pastor at Kailua Christian Church (UCC). Two years later Diane became the Minister of 
Communication of the Hawaii Conference of the UCC. From 2008 to 2015 she served as the 
Associate Conference Minister in Hawaii. 





Rev. Marsha Williams 


Reverend Dr. Marsha Williams holds an Associate’s Degree in Paralegal Studies, a Bachelor of Arts in 
Religion, a Master’s Degree in Theology, and a doctorate in Organizational Leadership and Psychology 
from Indiana Wesleyan University. In her 28 years of pastoral ministry, Reverend Williams has served 
churches in Indiana as well as Washington State and the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. Reverend Williams currently serves as the Associate Conference Minister for 
Authorized Ministry Concerns in the New York Conference and is a certified Mediator for New York State. 





Dr. Sonya Williams 


Rev. Dr. Sonja Williams is the Dean of the Seminary and Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at Eden 
Theological Seminary, Webster Groves, MO. She is the founder of BLKPracTLogy LLC. uplifting 
marginalized communities and a Fellow for the Human Rights Campaign — Institute of Theology and 
Social Change. Dean Williams’ experience and extravagant compassion is an important resource to her 
theological interests and research, which includes practical theology, decolonization, and cultural truth 
ghettos. As a practical theologian, Sonja examines and reflects on lived experiences within community 
and learning contexts, imparting her own brand of advocacy, teaching, and service that works for 
liberation, justice, and wholeness. Dean Williams, an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ 


Staff/Consultants 





Rev. Traci D. Blackmon, Associate General Minister-Justice and Local Church Ministries 





Erica Dollhopf, Director of the Center for Analytics, Research & Development, and Data 





Rev. Dr. Velda Love, Minister for Racial Justice 





Denise Pittman, Executive Assistant to the Office of the Associate General Minister 


